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7Up becomes first fizzy drink in India to
B msr e use the stevia sweetener
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NEW DELHI: PepsiCo's stevia revolution

will start with 7Up in India. If it works, the
MUTUAL FUND INVESTMENTS ARE SUBJECT plant based sweetener could be used in the

TO MARKET RISKS, READ ALL SCHEME '
e TE e e e company's products across the range.

Following the government's suggestion that
it reduce sugar in beverages, PepsiCo's
7Up has become the first fizzy drink in the
country to do that by adding stevia, said to
be the world's most sought-after natural

sweetener. The new product, which is being PepsiCo’s 7Up has become the first fizzy drink in the country to
do that by adding stevia, said to be the world’s most sought-

tested in Gujarat, will contain 30% less

SUBSCGRIBE NOW » sugar.

after natural sweetener.

This will also be the first use of stevia to Assembly Elections 2017:
. . Exit Polls: No stopping Modi in UP, Rahul brings
sweeten 7Up anywhere, said Vipul Akhilesh down
[ tike ] [Shere] am people ke this. Prakash, PepsiCo's vice-president for

beverages. "If we want to make a
meaningful change to our portfolio, we will have to do it two-fold — one is to introduce
A" about new choices, and second make the existing portfolio healthier," Prakash told ET. "This is

TAX SAVI NG f our first and very important move forward in making our existing core range healthier."
or Globally, sugar has become the target of campaigners who say it's among the additives

FY 2016_17 used by the food industry most responsible for increasing levels of obesity in children and
adults.

In countries like India, where levels of diabetes are on the rise, the use of sugar is being
ﬁ singled out as a factor that can cause the disease besides making it worse. The use of
#—/M stevia in fizzy drinks is a first for India. Locally made diet sodas — all colas — use
aspartame, a synthetic sweetener, which some activists look askance at. It's a tiny market
though — the contribution of diet drinks, including Diet Coke, Diet Pepsi and Coke Zero to
overall carbonates remains under 3% in India. Coca-Cola doesn't use stevia in any of its
Indian products as of now. Food Processing Minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal had
Jobs Corner suggested to Indra Nooyi that the company reduce sugar content in its soft drinks when
they met during the PepsiCo CEOQO's visit to India in August 2014.

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) had cleared the use of stevia
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carbonates mlﬁ; 7Up sales
%20,000 crore | 21,000 crore+ years ago.

7Up’s global sales (bar US):$1b+
STEVIA-BASED 7UP HAS 30%

Amid growing public concern about sugar

LESS SUGAR CONTENT content in packaged beverages and foods,
Nooyi helild told invest.ors-in April that Peps.i-
This tech is helping firms in India first country In Pepsico uni- Co was "fLiture-proofing s product portfoli,
speeding up HR functions verse 1o Introduce Stevia In 7Up !'eshapllng |'t to capl'tallse on consumers
BankBazaar, which has been using Diet Pepsl, Diet Coke, Coke Zero increasing interest in health and wellness".
chatbots in its main business for a few Use aspartame, a synthetic Nooyi had said the company would reduce
months, is now looking to extend it to its artificlal sweetener its reliance on colas through innovation
employees. FSSAI Cleared use of stevla across its beverage portfolio.
IM Bangalore completes placements with In carbonated drinks in Nov 2015
450 offers
India ranks 3rd lowest in having women Monthly SIPs that can Know the 5 ways to
in senior roles: Report . make you rich relieve labour pain
LS i‘ Fundsindia . HUGGIES

Recommended By Colombia

PORTFOLIO TRANSFORMATION

"Approval of stevia was a big enabler for us," Prakash said. "Portfolio transformation will
q__,_._" ETINSURE be a multi-faceted journey. It could imply reducing sugar, adding juice to carbonates, or
N portion control. We are going big on transparency. If we need to go for portfolio
Tailor Made Policies ForYour transformation, it will have to be on core products as well." With sales of over Rs 1,000
Cars & Two Wheelers crore, 7Up is among PepsiCo's fastest-growing brands. The lime-lemon segment has
almost caught up with colas in terms of overall size as well, according to industry
estimates. The company will roll out multimedia advertising for the new 7Up next week.
The move kicks off portfolio transformation in core products and PepsiCo said the

objective would be to extend the changes across colas, flavours and juices over time.

"While consumers look for healthier alternatives, they don't want to compromise on taste,
Prakash said. "Maintaining the taste, and in fact enhancing it, was critical and trade
feedback has been very encouraging. This wasn't a hurried decision; we have taken our
time. Replacing sugar is not easy."

Most Most Most
Read Shared Commented

A desi sportswear brand is running to catch up with
Nike, Adidas and Puma . ) . o . .

The stevia-based drink will replace the existing 7Up formula after it's rolled out nationally.
Re 1 candy Pulse hits Rs 300 cr sales in 2 years,

MNCs feel the heat "We hope to take the learnings from the consumer and trade feedback and, over time,
Renault introduces Kwid Climber at Rs 4.3 lakh extend it to other parts of the country,” Prakash said.
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